
Perseverance of the Saints 
Biblical Soul Care - Practical Theology 

Sunday June 30th, 2019 

 

1 

 

I. Introduction  

 

History is replete with men and women who were raised and taught biblical truth, who professed 

biblical truth, who devoted themselves to working in the name of biblical truth, but then 

abandoned the faith.  Charles Templeton is one heart breaking example of a man who professed 

faith in 1936, became a pastor, met Billy Graham in 1946 and participated in evangelistic tours 

throughout Europe. But his testimony took at tragic turn when began doubting the Christian faith 

in 1948, publically denied it in 1957, wrote a memoir detailing his reasons for rejecting 

Christianity in 1996, and died as an unbeliever in 2001.
1
 Sadly, Templeton's testimony is only 

one of many. The Bible gives us similar accounts of those who fell away from the faith such as 

Judas Iscariot (Matt. 27:3-5), Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Tim. 1:19-20), and Demas (Col. 

4:14; 2 Tim. 4:10).  

 

  

1.  What makes testimonies such as these so jarring to believers? 

 

 

  

 

  

2. How would you describe the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints?  Where does this 

name come from? 

 

 

  

 

3.  How do we square the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints with these testimonies 

of people falling away from the faith? (cf. 1 John 2:19) 

  

 

 

 

 

4. What reasons might people struggle understanding/accepting this doctrine? What kind of 

reasons do people give for denying this doctrine?  

 

 

 

 

These testimonies, among countless others, are jarring to Christians and inevitably lead to the 

question, "What will keep me from ending up like them?!"  This is a good question that every 

believer should ask and that leads us to study the encouraging teaching in scripture of the 

doctrine we call "the perseverance of the saints." 

                                                
1
 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/charles-templeton-missing-jesus/ 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/charles-templeton-missing-jesus/
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II.  Perseverance of the Saints  

 

5. How is the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints taught/described in the following 

passages?   

 

 

Romans 8:28-30 “28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 

good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 

whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

 

John 10:27-29 “27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give 

them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  29 

My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 

out of the Father’s hand.” 

  

Philippians 1:6 “6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

 

 

a. Definition:  

 

"The perseverance of the saints means that all those who are truly born again will be kept by 

God's power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives, and that only those who 

persevere until the end have been truly born again."
2
 

 

"...the doctrine of perseverance, teaches that every person who has been truly saved by God will 

be kept by the grace of God in that salvation forever."
3
 

 

"All those who are truly born of the Spirit and united to Christ by faith are kept secure in him by 

God's power and thus will persevere in faith until they go to be with Christ in death."
4
 

 

"Perseverance means that God will enable the believer to remain in the faith through the 

remainder of his or her life."
5
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
2 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 788. 

 
3 Heath Lambert, A Theology of Biblical Counseling, 293. 

 
4 MacArthur & Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine, 644. 

 
5
 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology, 2nd ed., 1007. 
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III.  Grounds of Perseverance  

 

6. According to the following passages, what objective reasons do we have to be confident 

that God will preserve our faith to the end? 

 

 

Romans 8:1“1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 

John 6:37-40 “37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 

never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him 

who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that 

he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that 

everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise 

him up on the last day.””(cf. John 10:28-29) 

 

 

2 Cor. 1:21-22  “21 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 

and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” 

 

 

Philippians 1:6 “6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

 

 

2 Tim. 1:8-9 “8   Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his 

prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who saved us and called 

us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, 

which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,” 

 

 

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 “4   I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 

that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech 

and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so 

that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 

who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, 

by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 

 

Eph. 1:13-14 “13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.” 

 

 

Heb. 7:25 “25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 

through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.” 
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IV. Means of Perseverance  

  

a. The Power of God through Faith 

 

1 Peter 1:3-5 “3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 

great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 

kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time.” (cf. Is. 42:3-4) 

 

John 17:1-2; 11-12  “1   When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 

and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since 

you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 

him...“11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 

Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 

we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I 

have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the 

Scripture might be fulfilled.” 

 

7. What are some examples of Jesus preserving the disciples' faith while He was on earth?  

(e.g. Luke 17 and Luke 22:31-32)   
 

 
 
 

 

b. Common Means of Grace 

 

Ephesians 4:11-16 “11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds 

and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 

cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.” 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 “4   Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 

varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 

the common good.” 

 

Galatians 6:1 “1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 

should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” 
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Matt. 18:15-17 “15   “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you 

and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, 

take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of 

two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses 

to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” 

 

Jude 20-25 “20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in 

the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ that leads to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save others by 

snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment 

stained by the flesh. 24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 

blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and 

now and forever. Amen.” 

 

 

 

8. How do these verses reinforce the importance of being committed to a local body of 

believers? 

 

 

 

 

  

c. Trials  

 

Deuteronomy 8:2-3 “2 And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has 

led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what 

was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3 And he humbled you 

and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers 

know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 

every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.” 

 

Romans 5:3-5 “3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and 

hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 

 

James 1:2-4 “2   Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you 

know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full 

effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 

 

9. How does God work through trials to preserve and bring about perseverance in the 

saints? 
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d. Warnings  

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 “1   Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to 

the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.” 

 

Colossians 1:21-23 “21   And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil 

deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy 

and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 

and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard ...” 

 

Hebrews 6:1, 4-6 “Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to 

maturity...4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who 

have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the 

goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, 

to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to 

their own harm and holding him up to contempt.” 
 

2 Peter 1:10-11 “10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and 

election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be 

richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

Matthew 10:22 “22 and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures 

to the end will be saved.” 

 

Matthew 24:12-13 “12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow 

cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 

 

10. How does God use warning passages to preserve the saints? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"...in order to sharpen our theological focus on security/assurance, it will be necessary to avoid 

the polar extremes: 1) We must not overemphasize the warnings or contingencies passages to the 

neglect of the didactic passages dealing with security, and 2) We must never ignore or 

manipulate the warnings or contingencies passages in the light of the many clear passages on the 

security of the believer.  To be biblical in our theology we need to live in the constructive tension 

between both sets of complementary data."
6
 

 

 

                                                
6
 George J. Zemek, A Biblical Theology of the Doctrine of Sovereign Grace, 236.  
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e. Fear of the Lord
7
 

 

 

Psalm 111:10ab “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it 

have a good understanding.” (cf. Proverbs 9:10) 

 

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 

instruction.” 

 

Job 28:28 “And he [God] said to man, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to 

turn away from evil is understanding.’”” 

 

Phillipians 2:12b-13  “12 work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God 

who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” 

 

 

11. How does fear of the Lord preserve the saints? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

f.   Love for the Lord 

 

Matthew 22:37-40 “37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 

commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these 

two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”” 

 

Romans 13:10 “6 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” 

 

Gal. 5:6 “6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, 

but only faith working through love.” 

 

Eph. 3:14-19  “14   For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may 

grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 

may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height 

and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 

with all the fullness of God.” 

 

                                                
 

7
 See also 2 Cor. 7:1; Heb. 10:31; 12:14; 
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Ephesians 4:15-16 “15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 

him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 

every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body 

grow so that it builds itself up in love.” 

 

12. How does love preserve the saints? 
 
 
 

 

 

"God's power is the decisive preserving force, but his power keeps his people through faith - that 

is, through the continuing, persevering faith that works through love in every believer."
8
 

 

  

g. Discipline  

 

Hebrews 12:4-11“4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 

shedding your blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 

6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 7 It is 

for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 

whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have 

participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had 

earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject 

to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to 

them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all 

discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” 

 

1 Cor. 11:28-32 “28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of 

the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 

judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But 

if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, 

we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.” 

 

13. How does God preserve the saints and enable them to persevere through discipline? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
 
8
 MacArthur & Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine, 647. 
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V. Implications 

 

a. Eternal Security 

  

Romans 8:31-35a “31   What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 

also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s 

elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more 

than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?"  

 

14. According to Romans 8:31-35a, what might make believers anxious about falling away 

from the faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

"35...Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 

sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded 

as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

15. According to Romans 8:35b-38 what circumstances might tempt believers to be anxious 

about their eternal security? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. What is the difference between eternal security and assurance of salvation?  Is it possible 

to have one without the other? (cf. Matt. 7:21-23; Rom. 8:1, 31-38; Phil. 4:8) 
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There is a "close link between the assurance of salvation and perseverance in the Christian life.  

We must also remember, however, that they are not to be identified with or equated to each 

other. They are to be distinguished, but no separated.  Assurance is our subjective confidence in 

both our present salvation and, by extension, our future salvation. Some believe that a believer 

can have assurance about his present state of redemption but no certainty of his future state. He 

may be confident that at the moment he is in a state of grace, but lack assurance that he will 

continue in that state....The Reformed faith believes that we can have assurance not only of our 

present state of salvation, but also of our continuity in that state.  This assurance for the future 

rests in the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints."
9
 

 

b. Spiritual Self-Examination 

 

1 Corinthians 13:5-6 5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. 

Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you 

fail to meet the test! 6 I hope you will find out that we have not failed the test.  

 

17. What should a believer be looking for upon self examination? (cf. John 15:1-8; Rom. 

12:1-2; Gal. 5:19-22; Heb. 6:1-8; 1 John 2:9-11; 3:6-10) 

 

 i) evidence of relationship with God 

  a) Do we keep the Word (John 17:6) 

  b) Are we abiding in Christ (John 15:1-8) 

 ii) evidence of spiritual life and growth  

  a) Renewal of the mind Rom. 12:1-2 

  b) Obedience John 14:12; Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) 

  c) Repentance 2 Cor. 7:12 

  d) Fruit Gal. 5:19-22 

 iii) evidence of relationship with other people 

  a) John 13:34-35 (love for disciples)  

  b) 1 John  2:9-11 (love for others) 

  c) Gal 6:10 (do good to all) 

  d) Matt. 5:10-11; Romans 12:17-21 (handling persecutors; 

  e) Phil. 2:3-5 care for others above your self  

  f)  Eph. 5; 1 Peter 3:8 God-honoring marriage 

  g) Eph. 6:4; children 

 

 

18. Are emotions a good measuring tool for one's assurance of salvation?  Why or why not? 

(cf. Jer. 17:9; 2 Peter 1:3-11; Philippians 4:8) 

 

 

 

 

                                                
9  R C. Sproul, What Is Reformed Theology? Understanding the Basics (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Baker Books, 2005), 207. 
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"The practical implication of our understanding of the doctrine of perseverance is that believers 

can rest secure in the assurance that their salvation is permanent; nothing can separate them from 

the love of God.  Thus, they can rejoice in the prospect of eternal life...On the other hand, 

however, our understanding of the doctrine of perseverance allows no room for indolence or 

laxity.  It is questionable whether anyone who reasons, 'Now that I am a Christian, I can live as I 

please,' has really been converted and regenerated.  Genuine faith issues, instead, in the fruit of 

the Spirit.  Assurance of salvation, the subjective conviction that one is a Christian, results from 

the Holy Spirit's giving evidence that he is at work in the life of the individual.  The Spirit's work 

results in conviction on biblical grounds that God will enable the Christian to persist in that 

relationship - that nothing can separate the true believer from God's love."
10

 

 

 

 

 

VI. Conclusion 

 

Simply put, "Perseverance means that God will enable the believer to remain in the faith through 

the remainder of his or her life."
11

  This is another brilliantly shining facet in the diamond of 

salvation in which we give God all the glory.  As believers we are called in scripture by 

commands and warnings to persevere or risk falling away from the faith.  These are true genuine 

warnings which God uses to keep true believers in dependence upon His grace.  At the same 

time, we cannot even begin to persevere apart from God preserving us through His power.  

Therefore, it is impossible for the true believer to ever fall away from the faith.  Our eternal 

security is an objective fact brought about by God's will through the finished work of Jesus 

Christ.  Because of God's preservation of our faith, we need not fear anyone, anything, nor any 

circumstance separating us from the love of God.  Every day the Lord gives us breath we can 

praise Him for His continual preservation of our faith and in His bringing to completion the work 

He has started in us. 

 

 

 

 

                                                
10 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology, 2nd ed., 1007-1008. 

 
11

 Ibid., 1007. 


