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I. Introduction 

 

 Conversion is the initial moment in a regenerate person's life when their spiritual eyes are 

opened and they turn away from sin in repentance and turn toward the Lord in faith.  Faith and 

repentance are inseparable from each other and are two sides of the same coin.  Last week we 

talked about repentance which is the often untold aspect of the gospel.  Today we are going to 

talk about faith which is the often misunderstood aspect of the gospel and conversion.  Some 

view faith as a personal power that allows you to shape reality according to your whim in order 

to bring about maximum prosperity and happiness.  Some view it as anti-intellectual exercise and 

the disengagement of any reason or rational thought.  And yet others would reduce faith simply 

to a mental and/or verbal agreement with the facts of the gospel without any evidence of change 

in the person's life. 

 

 

1. How would you describe faith to someone? 

  

  

 

2. How would you respond to someone who describes faith as "anti-intellectual" or "the 

absence of reason and rational thought"? (i.e." believing without truly knowing") (cf. 

Heb. 1:1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Faith  

 

1. How is faith described in the following verses? 

 

Genesis 15:4-6 “4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be 

your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, 

“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed [hé-émeen]
1
 the LORD, and he counted it 

to him as righteousness.” 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 The general meaning of this Hebrew word is to gain confidence or causing oneself to find support in a 

person or message. 
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Proverbs 3:5 “5 Trust [bā-tách]
2
 in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 

understanding.” 

 

Proverbs 11:28 “28 Whoever trusts [bā-tách] in his riches will fall...” 

 

Romans 10:9-10 “9 because, if you confess
3
 with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 

[pisteuō] in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the 

heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  

 

Hebrews 11:1 “1   Now faith [n. pistis] is the assurance
4
 of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen."  

 

2 Tim. 1:12 “38 which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have 

believed [pisteuō], and I am convinced [peithō] that he is able to guard until that day what has 

been entrusted to me.” 

 

Romans 8:38-39 “38 For I am sure [peithō]
5
 that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 

nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

 

 

 

Since repentance is the soul's turn away from sin, faith could be defined as "the soul's turn to 

God and trusting in the person and work of Christ to provide forgiveness, righteousness, and 

eternal life."
6
   

 

Based on the multi-faceted descriptions in the passages above, saving faith, like repentance, 

involves: the intellect, the emotions, and the will.  Faith demonstrates these three facets in 1) the 

embrace of knowledge regarding the person and work of Jesus, 2) the assent and embracing of 

that knowledge, and 3) the willful response of trust and personal commitment to His whole 

person based on that knowledge. 

 

                                                 
2
 See Jeremiah 17:7 and also King Hezekiah's example of trusting in the Lord in 2 Kings 18-19 as evidence 

in religious reform and confidence and hope in the midst of threats from Assyria and its armies. 

 
3
 The Greek verbs used here for "confess" and "believe" describes an active and ongoing action as opposed 

to one single action. 

 
4
 "The assurance this verse describes is not personal assurance of salvation but rather absolute certainty with regard to 

the gospel message.  It is saying that faith is a God-wrought conviction about the truth of the Bible's promises and the 

trustworthiness of Christ.  The verse is not saying that faith automatically guarantees full assurance of one's personal salvation." 

(MacArthur, The Gospel According to the Apostles, 25) 

 
5
 This Greek term has the similar meaning of "trust" as found in the Hebrew term bā-tách as found in Jer. 

17:7. 
6
 MacArthur & Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine, 596. 
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2. Based on this understanding of faith, why is having knowledge of the gospel alone 

insufficient for saving faith? (cf. Matt. 7:21-23; James 2:19)  

 

 

 

3. Is having personal assurance of salvation a good indicator that someone has genuine 

faith?  Why or why not?  Can someone be truly saved and still have doubts?  Why or 

why not?
7
    

 

 

 

 

4. Even though our faith is grounded in what Christ has done and not what we have done, 

Jesus rebuked his disciples on several occasions with the stinging expression, "O you of 

little faith."  According to the following passages, what was Jesus rebuking the disciples 

for?  

 

Matt. 6:30 “30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?” 

 

Matt. 8:24-26 “24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being 

swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, 

Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” 

Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.” 

 

Matt. 17:17-20a “17 And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I 

to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked 

the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. 19 Then the disciples 

came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” 20 He said to them, “Because 

of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you 

will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be 

impossible for you.”” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
7
 "We overcome him [the Accuser] by the blood of the Lamb.  There is the ground of all human assurance 

before God.  There is the ground of our faith.  Not guaranteeing the intensity of our faith - so fickle are we - it's not 

the intensity of our faith but the object of our faith that saves.  They overcome him on the ground of the blood of the 

Lamb."  (D.A. Carson, "How Long O Lord? Steadying Our Soul in the Midst of the Storm." Sermon, Bethlehem 

2016 Conference for Pastors and Church Leaders, January 26th, 2016, https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-

long-o-lord-steadying-our-soul-in-the-midst-of-the-storm). 
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5. Since faith involves the willful choice/act of trusting in Jesus, does this make faith a 

merit based action?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 2:14 “14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 

they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually 

discerned.” 

 

Acts 18:27b  “27...he [Apollos] greatly helped those who through grace had believed,” 

 

Phil.1:29 “29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 

believe in him but also suffer for his sake,” 

 

Eph. 2:8-9 “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

 

 

"The fact that repentance and faith are gifts of God does not imply that they are not also acts of 

men.  God does not repent from sin or believe in Christ for the believer...Rather, God 

sovereignly awakens the sinner in regeneration so that he himself, in his personal consciousness 

and according to his renewed nature, necessarily turns form sin and trusts in Christ.  God gives 

faith, and man acts faith, but man's act is absolutely dependent on God's gift."
8
 

 

 

 

6. What are the dangers of reducing the act of conversion to a prayer ritual? (e.g. saying 

"the sinner's prayer", or "asking Jesus into your heart") Does this mean it is wrong to 

help someone pray for salvation? 

  

 

 

7. What counsel could you give to someone who is has been a professing believer for many 

years, but is doubting their salvation because they are uncertain whether or not their faith 

and repentance was genuine when they initially confessed Jesus as Lord? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
 
8
 MacArthur & Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine, foot note 120, p. 601. 
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III. Conclusion  

 

Faith is the God given ability to know, embrace, and trust in Jesus for salvation and 

righteousness.  It begins at the moment of conversion and persists until the day our long awaited 

hope is fully realized.  Faith is a gift from God just like repentance. Man is incapable of acting in 

faith and repentance apart from God's divine initiation and enablement.  Faith and repentance go 

hand-in-hand for "It is inconceivable that one who finally perceives sin and Christ as they 

actually are should pursue Christ without forsaking sin or should forsake sin without embracing 

Christ."
9
  When God opens our spiritual eyes in regeneration we are enabled to perceive the 

glory of Christ and we are given the heart desire to wholly follow Him in unreserved trust and 

complete obedience.  There are no grounds for boasting except in our Lord and Savior. 

 

 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 “23   Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not 

the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who 

boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices 

steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares 

the LORD.”” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. Additional Resources 

 

1. Stop Asking Jesus Into Your Heart by J.D. Greear  

2. You Can Change by Tim Chester  

3. The Gospel According to Jesus by John MacArthur  

4. The Gospel According to the Apostles by John MacArthur 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
9
 MacArthur & Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine, 590. 


