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I. Review: 
 
Last week we examined several texts in scripture in order to define and clarify in our minds the 
important doctrine of imputation.  
 
We defined it as: 
Doctrine of Imputation is the act of God by which He both credits all of the sins of the elect to 
Christ, and credits the perfect righteousness of Christ to the elect. 
 
Now that we understand what imputation is, we will explore some of the implications and 
connections to it.  The crucial question is - What difference does it make?  
 
Here is our basic roadmap for answering this question today: 

a. The foundations of biblical imputation 
i. Incarnation  
ii. Union with Christ  

b. Objections to biblical imputation 
c. Counseling scenarios 

 
II. Incarnation and Imputation 

 
Question - Why is the incarnation necessary for imputation?  
 
Hebrews 2:14-18 
14

 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil, 15
 and deliver all those who through fear of 

death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16
 For surely it is not angels that he helps, 

but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17
 Therefore he had to be made like his 

brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high 

priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18
 For 

because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 

being tempted. 
 
According to this text, what are some of the reasons Jesus came in the flesh? 
 
 
Revisiting the question: How does the incarnation affect imputation? 
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Summary: If not for the incarnation of Christ, we don’t have our sins truly imputed to one who 
could pay the penalty.  Also, if Christ was not fully God and fully man his obedience would be of 
no benefit to us.  Consider the sinless angels and heavenly creatures of Isaiah 6 for example. 
Does their sinlessness come to us?  No, only the perfect God-man Jesus Christ could 
accomplish justification for the people of God.  
 
III. Union with Christ - The Fount of every blessing (including imputation). 

 
You may have had the thought “How can this great a blessing be afforded to me?”  It is simply 
stunning to think that the Holy God of the universe in all His perfection would choose to go to 
such great lengths to save the elect.  Before we go on in our discussion of imputation, it is 
necessary to clarify the foundation of this truth as well as all other blessings that we receive as 
people of God.  All of this is found exclusively in Christ.  
 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

3
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4
 even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. In love  5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 

Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6
 to the praise of his glorious 

grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 

grace, 8
 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9

 making known to us 

the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10
 as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things 

on earth. 

11
 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 

the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12
 so 

that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13
 In 

him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14
 who is the guarantee 

of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

 

What is the condition that we must meet in order to experience the blessing of God? 

 
 
Let’s list some of the realities and blessings that are tied to Christ.  What are the implications of 
these statements? 
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Summary: In Christ we are afforded every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places!  That is 
astonishing.  If you are in Christ, your sins have been punished completely in his suffering and 
death, and you have been credited with a perfect record of obedience to all of God’s laws.  
 
IV. Unbiblical Views of Imputation 

 
a. Roman Catholic “Infusion” vs Imputation 

Justification in the Catholic view must be based on the righteousness in the soul of the believer. 
This view is the reason that they will reject the teaching of imputed righteousness.  Rome would 
not say that a person must be righteous all by themselves.  They heartily profess dependence 
on the grace of God, the work of Christ, and the necessity of faith in justification.  The problem is 
that they believe that faith in the work of Christ alone is not enough.  The catholic must 
cooperate and avoid mortal sins to have any hope of being declared righteous by God.  In this 
way, the righteousness that God requires must be a righteousness that they possess in 
themselves. 
 
What are some practical problems that a Roman Catholic will experience with a doctrine like 
this? 
 
 

 
The righteousness of Christ is necessary to the Roman Catholic system of justification, but it is 
infused into their soul.  Christ’s righteousness is mixed with their own to someday make them 
acceptable to God.  Knowing this, it follows that they will resist the teaching of imputed 
righteousness.  If God declares someone righteous when they are not in fact righteous, then He 
is either not omniscient, or He is a liar, or He is corrupt. 
 
But the Bible is clear that no one will be justified by works. (Rom. 3:20-21, 4:4-5 Gal. 3:11).  One 
text that illustrates this very well is the parable Jesus tells in Luke 18 of the Pharisee and the tax 
collector.  We see a perfect picture of what it looks like for a man who cooperates with God to 
accomplish righteousness.  
 
Luke 18:9-14  
9
 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10
 “Two men went up into the temple 

to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.11
 The Pharisee, standing by 

himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12
 I fast twice a week; I give tithes 

of all that I get.’13
 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 

eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14
 I 

tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself 

will be exalted.” 
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How does this parable contradict the Roman Catholic idea of infused righteousness? 
 
 
How would you counsel a Catholic friend struggling with the idea of righteousness and 
justification?  What scriptures would you take him/her to? 
 
 
 

b. Protestant Objections 
Objection 1: A growing number of people in American churches are claiming that the 
Imputation of Christ’s active obedience is not necessary, and that it isn’t really taught in 
Scripture. 
 
First, in answering this objection we can refer to the scriptures we discussed last week, 
particularly 2 Corinthians 5:21, and Romans 5:12-21.  
 
Secondly, if all that was required for our justification was for Christ to die for our sins, then why 
did Christ need to be born and live into his thirties before dying on the cross?  
 

Thirdly, explain Jesus’ response in Matthew 3:15: 
  

Matt 3:13-15 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 

John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for 

us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 
 
What does Jesus mean in verse 15? 
 
 
 
Objection 2: The Imputed Righteousness of Christ is just a phrase that people use to justify 
their continued sin patterns.  It’s a “get out of hell free” card. 
 
How would you answer this objection?  What scriptures would you go to? 
 
 
 
 
Summary:  Scripture is clear.  We need our sins imputed to Christ so that God’s wrath can be 
satisfied.  We also need Christ’s complete life of obedience to God’s law imputed to us.  This 
biblical doctrine has big implications for our personal lives as well as our counseling.  
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V. Implications of Imputation for Soul Care 
 
Thought question:  Why do we counsel people?  What are we doing as biblical counselors? 
 
 
As biblical counselors, what do we offer to people (and ourselves) concerning the sin, pain and 
suffering they face? 
 
 
As we go through these scenarios, we will discuss what heart issues and sins are present and 
how to address them.  We will specifically look for ways that the doctrine of imputation should 
affect our counseling, and how it should affect our counselees.  
 
Scenario 1:  Arnold is a long time member of your church.  Over the last several years he has 
encountered several difficult trials involving his health and an unplanned career change.  As you 
talk to him you gather that his joy seems to be gone.  One day over lunch you bring this up and 
he confesses that he has been very discouraged by the way the last few years have gone.  He 
feels that God is punishing him for sins that he committed before he became a believer. 
 
What are Arnold’s sin patterns? 
 
 
What counsel would you give him? 
 
 
What would/could you say to him specifically about imputation? 
 
 
Scenario 2:  Fred and Wilma are parents of three teenagers.   They are at the end of their rope 
with their oldest son Barney.  He has always struggled to tell the truth.  He has often been 
caught lying about the people he hangs out with, where he spends his free time, and what he 
has been doing.  They have had many discussions about broken trust and how hurtful it is to 
those you lie to.  The latest blow up came when Barney was arrested for underaged drinking 
while he was supposedly studying with a friend.  Barney seems to be sorry and asked for 
forgiveness but Fred and Wilma feel hopeless and bitter toward their son.  
 
How do you counsel Fred and Wilma? How would you counsel Barney? 
 
 
 
What would/could you say to them specifically about imputation? 
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Scenario 3: Robert is young man you have known for several years.  He faithfully attended 
church for a several months until he began dating Trisha.  Soon after the relationship began, 
Robert was becoming less and less involved in church until he stopped coming altogether. 
Now, several years later you run into him at a community event and find out that his marriage is 
barely hanging on, he is miserable and angry.  When you begin to talk about the gospel and the 
possibility of his return to church he says “No, I can’t go back.  I left church and Jesus behind 
and now I have to live with my choices.  I couldn’t face the people at church, especially if my 
wife follows through on her divorce threats.  God wouldn’t let me anywhere near Him.” 
 
What are Robert’s sin patterns? 

 

What counsel would you give him? 

 

What would/could you say to him specifically about imputation? 

 
 
Scenario 4: Adam and Eve are a newly married couple. After a blissful beginning to their 
marriage, things have quickly gone downhill.  As you talk with them they both appear visibly 
frustrated with how things are going.  You listen as Adam explains how Eve has been 
“sabotaging” their marriage by making hurtful and cutting comments about Adam’s leadership 
and passive nature.  Eve blurts out “Well if you were a more godly leader I wouldn’t have to give 
constant reminders to make sure you get something done!”  To which Adam replies “Yeah right, 
like you listen and follow my leadership even if I was a better leader.  Why would I waste my 
time trying to lead you when you won’t do anything I say?  When you start listening I’ll start 
leading!” 
 
What are the sin issues here? 

 

How would you counsel this couple? 

 

How does imputation apply to the struggles in their marriage? 

 
 
Conclusion:  Jesus Christ has borne our sins.  He who never sinned in thought, word, or action 
became sin by imputation in order to pay the penalty due to His people.  Not only that, but His 
perfect life - the perfect record of obedience that is required if we are to be accepted by God- 
has been imputed to the one who has faith in Christ.  This marvelous truth gives us hope that 
we will one day be face to face with our Savior, it gives us strength and confidence to face trials 
of all kinds, and causes our worship to rise with a new level of gratitude and appreciation for the 
immeasurable grace and kindness of God.  
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