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This week we will begin to discuss the doctrine of Imputation.  This doctrine is a crucial piece 
the the teaching of Justification.  If you remember several weeks ago when we discussed 
Justification we learned that it is the declaration of God that we are completely righteous in His 
sight.  But how does God do this without violating His own justice and truthfulness.  He cannot 
lie to declare us righteous, and he also cannot simply let us off the hook for our sin.  To be 
justified we need to be perfect.  The last three weeks we have learned about the way our sin 
has been atoned for as Russell taught about Penal Substitution.  Now we are going to look at 
the the biblical teaching that allows Jesus Christ to be our substitute- Imputation.  
 
To begin with, consider this question which will illustrate the necessity of the doctrine of 
Imputation: 
 
Is salvation based on works?  Why or why not? 
 
 
Our Roadmap:  
Here is the basic roadmap I will be using as we work through the biblical teaching on imputation: 

a. Imputation Defined 
b. Imputation of sin in the Bible: 

i. Imputation of Adam’s sin 
ii. Imputation of Israel’s sin (Old Testament) 
iii. Imputation of the sin from the elect (New Testament) 

c. Imputation of Christ’s Righteousness: 
i. The Righteousness that God Requires 
ii. Righteousness imputed in OT 
iii. Righteousness imputed in NT  

d. Unbiblical Views of Imputation 
e. Implication for Soul Care 

 
I. Imputation Defined:  

 
General Imputation is the crediting one person’s guilt or righteousness to the account of a 
different person or group. 
 
Doctrine of Imputation is the act of God by which He both credits all of the sins of the elect to 
Christ, and credits the perfect righteousness of Christ to the elect. 
 
 
 



II. The First Imputation 
Imputation is a major theme in scripture from beginning to end.  The first man and woman had 
perhaps the most painful experience with imputation of sin of anyone in scripture (outside of 
Jesus Christ).  
 
How did sin enter the world in Genesis 3? 
 
Romans, chapter 5:12-14 
12

 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—13
 for sin indeed was in the 

world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14
 Yet 

death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 

transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.15
 But the free 

gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much 

more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus 

Christ abounded for many. 

 
As Paul reflects on Adam’s sin he describes an imputation.  What is imputed? 

 
 

To whom is it imputed? 
 
 
III. Imputation of sin in the Old Testament  

We need to establish the basis of the doctrine of Imputation in scripture.  We could look at many 
different scriptures to see this, but two particularly clear and helpful places are Leviticus 16 and 
Isaiah 53 
 
Leviticus 16:20-22 
20

 “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of 

meeting and the altar, he shall present the live goat. 21
 And Aaron shall lay both his 

hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the 

people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them 

on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man 

who is in readiness. 22
 The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote 

area, and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness. 

 
In this passage, who has sinned? 
 
What does God command Aaron to do? 
 
What is the purpose of the goat? 
 



Isaiah 53:4-6 
4
 Surely he has borne our griefs 

    and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

    smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5
 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 

6
 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

 

As we look closely at verses 4 and 6, we see some imputation language.  What has Christ 
done? 
 
What have we done in verse 6? 
 
 
What has the Lord done in verse 6?  
 
 
Summary:  Imputation is what God does when he counts the actions (sins) of His people to an 
innocent party.  In the Mosaic law, the guilt and sin is transferred to an animal that is then killed 
or sent away.  In Isaiah 53 we see a prophecy of what the Messiah will do as He becomes the 
perfect sacrificial lamb.  God imputes or counts all of the sins of all of His people to Christ’s 
account, and then Jesus died for us. 
 
IV. Imputation of sin in the New testament  

 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
21

 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 
 
Who is the “he”? 
 
Who is the “him”? 
 
Is Paul telling us that Jesus became a sinner?  
 
 
 



Galatians 3:10-13 
10

 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed 

be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and 

do them.” 11
 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for 

“The righteous shall live by faith.”12
 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who 

does them shall live by them.” 13
 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a 

tree”— 

 
Why are we cursed? 
 
 
What does Jesus do about our cursed state? 
 
 
1 Peter 2:24 
24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 

to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 

 

What is imputed in this verse? 
 
 
Summary:  So far we have seen that the doctrine of imputation is the teaching that all of the sins 
of the elect have been forgiven.  This has been accomplished by the imputation of our sins to 
Christ.  Theologians refer to this as the “Passive Obedience of Christ.”  It is called passive 
because Christ knew no sin, but was counted as a sinner on the cross when he bore the sins of 
all of His people.  His obedience throughout His suffering and death is what allowed God’s holy, 
righteous wrath to be satisfied.  
 
But is that enough for Paul to assert that God is the just and the justifier of the one who has faith 
in Christ (Romans 3:26)?  Is innocence all that is required for our justification?  While we do 
praise God that our sins are forgiven - they are not held over us, they are no longer on our 
record- that is not all our great God and Savior has done for us!  This is only half of the biblical 
teaching of imputation.  The second half of this wonderful doctrine is referred to as the 
Imputation of Christ’s Active Obedience.  
 
Christ’s Active Obedience is Christ’s complete and total obedience in all things from the 
beginning of His earthly life all the way through His crucifixion.  
 
It is this level of righteousness that is required to be pleasing to God and therefore welcomed 
into his presence.  Anything less is absolutely unacceptable to God.  You may not be welcomed 
into heaven, into eternal life, if you do not have perfect righteousness.  Now we will look at the 
biblical evidence to support this truth.  



V. The Righteous Requirement of the Law 
To begin to understand the full doctrine of imputation we need to start with the requirements 
God has placed on His creatures.  What does He demand that we do? 
 
1 Peter 1:15-16 

 15
 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16

 since it is 

written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

 
Mark 10:17-22 
17

 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 

asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18
 And Jesus 

said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19
 You 

know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, 

Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20
 And 

he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21
 And Jesus, 

looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you 

have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 

me.” 22
 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 

possessions. 
 
What is the question asked by the young man?  Is he sincere?  
 
What is Jesus response in verse 19? 
 
What is amazing about the young man’s response to Jesus in verse 20? 
 
Jesus lovingly gets to the man’s heart.  What sins does the man still have? 
 
 
Matthew 22:35-40 
35

 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36
 “Teacher, which is 

the great commandment in the Law?” 37
 And he said to him, “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38
 

This is the great and first commandment. 39
 And a second is like it: You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself. 40
 On these two commandments depend all the Law and 

the Prophets.” 
 
In the bible, what is a commandment?  
 
What would it look like for someone to obey these two commandments? 
 
What hope do you and I have for meeting this requirement? 
 



VI. Imputation of Righteousness 
We have no reason to think we can obey the commandments of God to the level that He 
requires.  This means that we not only need Christ to take our sins on himself to pay the 
penalty, but we also need his perfect life of obedience imputed to our account.  Now we look at 
scriptural support for this second half of the doctrine of Imputation. 
 
Old Testament 
Genesis 15:5-6  
 5
 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 

stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 

offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as 

righteousness. 

 
What do we know about Abraham’s background?  Is he a righteous man? 
 
How can Abraham be counted righteous? 
 
Jeremiah 23:5-6  
5
 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 

will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is 

our righteousness.’ 

 
Who is this prophecy about? 
 
What will he be called? 
 
Zechariah 3:3-5 
3
 Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments. 4 And 

the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments 

from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, 

and I will clothe you with pure vestments.” 5 And I said, “Let them put a clean 

turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with 

garments. And the angel of the Lord was standing by. 
 
How is Joshua described in verse 3?  
 
Where do the pure clothes come from? 
 
In this vision we see that Joshua the high priest not only has his iniquities taken away, but he 
also has clean garments given to him. 
 



New Testament 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
21

 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

 

How do we get the righteousness of God in this verse? 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

30
 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31
 so that, as it is written, “Let 

the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 
What is imputed to believers here? 

 

What is the goal of imputation? 
 
 
Philippians 3:7-9 
7
 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 

everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 

in order that I may gain Christ 9 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith— 
 
From where does Paul get his righteousness? 

 

Where does Paul insist is the wrong place to get righteousness? 

 
Romans 5:18-21 
18

 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 
For as by the one man's 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the 

many will be made righteous. 20
 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but 

where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21
 so that, as sin reigned in 

death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Paul is demonstrating a clear parallel in these texts.  Adam’s headship, and Christ’s headship. 
How are Jesus and Adam compared and contrasted in these verses? 



 
Conclusion: The doctrine of Imputation is a vital part of our Justification.  To spend eternity with 
God, we must be acceptable to Him.  This not only means that our active sinful rebellion has to 
be punished to satisfy God’s wrath, but we also need a positive righteousness that is only 
possible by loving the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul and mind (a standard which we fail 
to live up to).  God meets both of these needs by legally crediting all of our sin to His Son, while 
crediting the Son’s perfect life of obedience to us.  


